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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

u^^^ 6 ? 0 " r S Pa,e ?' ed or described in a P rinted Publication in this or a foreign country or in oublic 
use or on sale ,n th,s country, more than one year prior to the date of application fofpaZ in "he UnH 

inllh 6 in ,f ST*^ described in 0) a" application for patent, published under section 122(b> by 
another filed in the Unfed States before the invention by the applicant for patent a rt£* 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States bS inyenbon bv the 
app icant for patent except that an international application filed under the treS de fined nlS 
on l ( r* i f 6CtS f ° r Purp0ses of this subsection of a " applS n fi ted ^ the Unfed states 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Knappe 
et al. (USPN 6,537,496). 

Knappe discloses a flat-shaped functional overlay for use with a test strip. This 
overlay provides the test strip to bend (creating multiple planes, fig. 5) and adjust to the 
surface for assaying in order to give a flush contact (pressure points, entire surface) 
with the surface (col. 7, lines 29-37; fig. 2-7). 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Roberts, Jr. (USPN 4,326,000) 

Roberts, Jr discloses a unitary or integral laminate-like fibrous web having a first 
and second surface region and a central core region, which has less fiber concentration 
than the first. Roberts discloses elongation of the web (pores) in both the directions 
increases the capillary action of moisture drawn into the web (col. 16, lines 7-36) which 
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can be used in a test strip for improving capillary action and sample uptake (col. 1 7, line 
50- col. 18, line 2). 

Claim* 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Porter 
et al. (USPN 5,709,838). 

Porter discloses a single use sampling and sample delivery method that 
comprise a tapering the end of a test strip in order to provide simple sample uptake (fig. 
1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel P Siefke whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0093. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on 703-308-4037. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-931 1 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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